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Welcome to this autumn edition and I want to thank everyone who
continues to contribute material. We have decided to make this a
full colour issue as there are so many good photographs within the
pages.

Our new Chairman has been moved over the page as he’s had a lot
to say in this edition, keep it up!

Inside, we cover the summer trip over the border aboard ‘big’ boats
and reflect on a bumper Autumn Gathering at Huddlesford.

Now that summer is over and despite the recent storms, there’s still
been plenty of good weather for boating as we move towards the
end of BST and the long dark days, [yuk]! That said, there’s much
to look forward to in 2019. Also, its new ground for Trish and I as
we settle back on the land after 17½ years of liveaboard status.

Though too early for some [including me!] but may I wish you all
the Season’s Greetings for Christmas and New Year from the
newsletter ‘crew’ and look forward to seeing many of you again as
we boat around the cut in 2019.

A message From Helen Davies
Rob’s RN Family seat sits happily by the canal in our Swan Park at Whittington. It has attracted
many admirers and sitters. The convivial and friendly atmosphere engendered at the unveiling
ceremony remains. I have added a drift of tete a
tete daffodil bulbs on the canal bank – they seem
rather apt!

Rob would have been amazed and very touched
by your generous gesture.

Words don’t cover what I really want to say, but
Dear Family, a BIG THANK YOU; you’re
wonderful.

[Photo: Steve Whetnall]

mailto:jim@comerford.org.uk
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Chairman’s Chatter

Another boating season draws to a close and, before
we know it, a new one will start. Time to start making
plans for next year. I won’t steal the thunder, but I hope
that as many as possible will find the time to attend next
year’s Rally which I think is going to be a little bit
different (put the dates in your diary now – 26th to 30th
June). I’m excited about it but then it doesn’t take a lot
these days.

Twelve intrepid Register members went off to Scotland
in August and spent a week messing about on the
Crinan Canal and the Caledonian Canal on two boats,
MV Sgarbh, an old herring fishing boat, and one of the
few remaining “Puffers”, SL VIC32. I was lucky enough
to be one of them and thoroughly recommend it. Well
done, Chris Halliwell, for organising it. Further details
are available for any members who might be interested
in a repeat — but you’ll have to be quick!

The Autumn gathering at Huddlesford was a very well
attended affair. I think there were over thirty boats after
Bob Ainsworth turned up on Rosina and there were a
few new faces. Helen Davies unveiled the memorial
seat commemorating Rob and the old working boat
Kangaroo was in attendance – a boat which had been very close to Rob’s heart. Less
than twelve people(!) were given a lift back to Huddlesford from Whittington on
Kangaroo and none of them got their feet wet.

On the way back from Huddlesford I stopped outside Sainsbury’s in Kidderminster.
Usual questions and answers – No, it’s a diesel engine; yes, I do; it was made in
1960; 18hp; and then someone said in Kidderminsterese “Mayte, you’ve got ‘ole in
the front of your boat. You’m alright though, it’s above the waterline!” Initially
concerned, I realised that we hadn’t been to school together and, after a hurried
inspection, that he was talking about the scuppers. The more I thought about it the
funnier I found it. Now, if the hole had been below the waterline I think I definitely
would have known about it.

I like October – it is usually a good month for boating - the system has quietened
down, the weather is frequently good, or at least, not bad and the autumnal colours
are at their warmest before everything becomes denuded in November. If the weather
takes a turn for the worst you can tie up and wait in the warm untill it gets better, April
maybe?

Purveyor of ice-cream - a new role
added to the Register Chairman’s

job description!
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Membership Matters
Hello everyone. A brilliant Autumn Gathering with lots of time to
socialise and the special unveiling of Rob’s bench looking along
the canal at Whittington. It was lovely to meet four first-time
members over the weekend who were given a warm RN
welcome. The highlight of the weekend for me was the ride back
on-board Kangaroo with its Bolinder popping beautifully and I still
smile when I think back to it. You definitely wouldn’t want to own
one though!

Thank you to all those who have sent me a standing order form.
One small plea – if you are going to send me one, please include
your bank’s full address as I have to send the form to them
(nothing electronic here!) and experience tells me that looking up

sort codes online doesn’t guarantee finding the correct address, especially with
branches closing down all over the place.

I’m afraid that a gremlin got into the system last time and the wrong list of new
members was printed. So apologies to the six new members who joined last quarter as
listed below. We have had another four new members join since the last issue,
including some familiar faces. A very warm RN welcome therefore to:
Jim Buxton, Wattisham Suffolk nb Buttermilk
Kevin Blick, Stowmarket   nb Glenfield No.2
Andrew Westhead, Chorley  nb Katherine
Jamie Faulkner, Dorchester  nb Kingfisher No. 14
Tony Spittle, Ware    nb Pegasus
Anki Wikman, London   nb Peggoty
Jimmy Curry, Stockton-on-Tees nb Kyle
Andrew Davies, Hopwas  nb Galliard
Wendy Grattan, Warwick  nb Dreamcatcher
Julie Cains, Bristol
Richard Bird, South Australia

Full range of of RN Spares and service items available from stock together with engines on
display at Hillmorton.

Full range of Boatyard Services including Engine servicing and repairs, Boat blacking, Full boat
repainting service,

Boat building and repairs, Plumbing & electrics, Weld repairs.

GBBS Hillmorton Ltd. & Russell Newbery Marine Diesel Engines

01788 578 661  mobile 07812 039110 www.russellnewbery.com email.

russellnewbery@aol.com
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Since the re-launch of the Russell
Newbery Register Group
[RNREGISTER@groups.io], participation
has been very active and lively! It’s the
only social networking site that I subscribe
to and is billed as a “back cabin” for
anything and everything, but in particular,
RN and National engines. Thanks go to
Brian Farrant for facilitating the move from
the previous Yahoo group.

I recommend the site to all members and
its free and secure to join and take part.
Some well discussed threads already and
it is good to have the technical expertise
of Dave Bixter and Allister Denyer
replying to matters. In the thread about
Jabsco water pumps for example, Allister
said:

“The extra gasket was my idea because
the Jabsco circulating pump was
designed as a cold-water pump.

The specification stated it will work up to
80C. BUT!!! That was only for intermittent
use. So, I did a test of the impeller and
determined it has a rather high expansion
rate at about 80C. This accounted for the
root tearing that was happening causing
premature impeller failure. The solution
was to increase the clearance or working
space for the impeller. Cold water-cooled
engines did not need this. I arranged for a
thicker gasket and all new engines had
this fitted. Now you might think I was
original on this thinking. But one day while
I was reading some really old Jabsco
pump material - there it was at the bottom
of one page. If operating at elevated
temperatures fit an extra gasket. Jabsco
themselves had worked this out some
years ago and just forgot about it.

That is the true story from the design
engineer!”

A school of thought also exists to raise
the decompressor lever just as the engine
is about to stop. This prevents the “see-
saw” effect caused by the flywheel
rocking against a compression stroke.

There also is a practical and humorous
thread on RPM, Tachometers and knotted
rope – [seriously!!]

Greasy Fingers Day
Again, many thanks to all who have
responded keen to have a day in the
factory/works in Daventry. It is hoped to
arrange this day for some time in spring
2019, weather permitting. If possible,
other experienced help may be on hand
to provide more than one thread of
activity. More on this in the Winter
Newsletter.

Talc Tip
To help find out how much oil is in the
PRM gearbox, try coating the dipstick in
some talcum powder around the full level
mark; when its “wet” the level is good! It
also works after doing the oil change on
‘Russell’.

If you have any handy hints to pass on,
we’ll be pleased to include in future
editions.

Matters Technical

DM2 original style Crank for sale
Used but in excellent condition with all

surfaces at Standard.
This crank was supplied by RN Diesel

Engine Co in May 2000 having been made
to order in the UK from a single billet of

steel (NOT CAST IRON). Would be ideal as
a spare or to replace an old cast iron one.
Matching con rods and bob weights plus

timing chain sprocket all included at a
fraction of the cost of a new one today.
For further details call Bob McCulloch

01925757731 or 07831177484
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Following on from Ian McKim Thompson’s
excellent Away Days, we have arranged a
visit to the Royal Air Force Museum at
Cosford on Friday 12th April 2019.

Meeting up at 1000 hrs in reception, we
will have a 3-hour guided tour of the
museum exhibits at 1030 followed by a
2-course lunch at 1345. Also available on
the day will be an additional guided tour of
the Conservation Area where we will view
active work being done on a variety of
projects, and simulator rides with the Red
Arrows, Eurofighter or Barnstormers, plus
a “4D Experience” with moving seats,
smoke and spray! See
www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford for full
details.

A booking form is included with your
newsletter and please note the closing
date of 4th January 2019!

It will also be on the RNR website.

I will send out the lunch menu when all
the bookings are received in January.

Travel by car or train, Cosford is on the
main line between Wolverhampton and
Shrewsbury. However, note that only the
local Birmingham - Shrewsbury trains
stop there and it is a 15-minute walk from
the station to the museum.

I visited the museum several years ago
and can highly recommend it as a day
out!

Please note that even if you responded
previously to my “Expression of Interest”
you must now send in a booking form!

2019 Away Day

Photo: copyright Royal Air Force Museum Cosford
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Membership benefits
We are pleased to announce that we
have a one-year deal with Photonic
Universe whereby members are entitled
to a 10% discount on purchases
(excluding special offers). The discount
can be claimed either on online orders
(www.photonicuniverse.com) or by
telephone, quoting code RNR2018.
Hopefully they will extend the offer if
enough people use it but, to be sure, try
them now.

Paul & Meg Bartlett bought a panel and
controller from them last year and were
very pleased with both the service from
Photonic Universe and the panel itself.
Andy Todd has just ordered and found
them very helpful on the phone and the
panels arrived next day despite them
saying up to 3 working days.

Doggy Doo Doos
There can be nothing worse on your shoes.
As a dog owner, I cannot believe how
uncaring some members of our society are,
leaving unpicked lumps of this smelly stuff on
the ground. It is particularly nasty when found
lurking near towpath edges when coming in to
moor and you’ve got other things to think
about until – squelch!

As they said in Hill St Blues – “take care out
there!”
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Summer Rally 2019
As mentioned by Bob in his Chairman's
Chatter, the 2019 summer rally will be
rather different from any previous RNR
rally.

For the first time we will be not be located
on a CRT (previously BW) waterway; and
it is a natural river. (Yes, the 2000 Rally
was on the River Lee in London, but that
was on the man made cut at Three Mills.)

To cut the suspense - the location is
Stratford on Avon on the Warwickshire
River Avon. The date is Wednesday 26th

to Sunday 30th June. This is a week
before the Stratford River Festival.

We shall be using some of the
infrastructure that the Avon Navigation
Trust (ANT) put in place for the River
Festival. ANT are very keen to see a
good turnout for our rally. They have
generously given us a 50% discount on 7
day, 14 day, and one month short term
Avon licenses.

We would like as many RN boats as
possible to stay on to attend the River
Festival. The short term license for our
rally will be valid for the River Festival as
long as it covers the festival dates of 5th

to 7th July. Between our rally and the
River Festival, we plan a convoy cruise to
explore the Upper Avon, including the

little used section up to the limit of
navigation at Alveston weir.

The opening event will be a buffet meal
on the Wednesday evening. We intend to
have the now traditional ‘Rally Away day’
on the Thursday. Provisionally this will be
a coach trip to Crompton Verney and the
British Motor Museum at Gaydon. The
Register and Property Company AGMs
will take place on the Sunday afternoon.
We have also taken note of feedback
from this year’s rally, so will include
plenty of time for socialising.

One certain first for the RNR rally is that
we will have a floating bar.

Thanks to those members who have
suggested topics for the rally workshops,
and special thanks to the two who have
so far volunteered to run an activity.
Please let me know as soon as possible
is you have any requests for workshop
subjects or you are able to help with any
aspect of running the rally.

The Winter edition of the Newsletter will
contain more details and an entry form.
Put the date in your diary and plan your
2019 cruising now!

The Stratford River Festival is famous
for the ‘rafting’ mooring arrangement
and the boat decoration. We shall be
using the former for our rally, but will
not be insisting on the latter.

[Andrew Laycock]
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Autumn Picture Spread

Gathering at Swan Park
[Steve Whetnall]

Plaque on Rob’s memorial bench
[Andrew Laycock]

Always keen to entertain!
[Steve Whetnall]

Middleport Weeping Poppies
 [Kevin McNiff]

10 RNR Newsletter : Autumn 2018
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Autumn Picture Spread

Whitby with Kangaroo approaching Bridge 80, Whittington
[Andrew Laycock]

Plaque on Rob’s memorial bench
[Andrew Laycock]

Another satisfied raffle winner!
[Taken on Steve’s Phone]

Middleport Weeping Poppies
 [Kevin McNiff]

11RNR Newsletter : Autumn 2018
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Highland Canals — MV Sgabh on the The Crinan Canal
Chris Halliwell reports on the first of part of the Highland excursion
It all began in a pub, (as all good trips
should) the day before our 2017 rally at
Stourbridge. A group of RNR members
were having a drink when Chrissy Price
said she had seen the VIC32 in the canal
basin at Crinan and would like to do a trip
on her. Andrew Laycock said that he
would like to do a trip on a Steam Puffer
on the West Coast of Scotland. All of us
thought this a good idea - so we did just
that. We were not able to arrange to
navigate both the Caledonian Canal and
the Crinan Canal in the same vessel, so
decided to explore both canals in
separate craft. Plans had to change
several times, VIC32 had its sea going
passenger licence reduced from 12 to 10
passengers and the Crinan Canal was
suffering a water shortage which
restricted locking times.

Twelve of us arrived at Crinan Canal
basin at 9am sharp on the 4th of August
to join skipper Ross Ryan on the MV
Sgarbh (Gaelic for Cormorant). She is a
45-foot wooden herring fishing boat built
just after the second world war, powered
by a 6-cylinder Gardner.

We set off promptly and took about half
an hour to negotiate the first lock

hindered by a large GRP yacht which
shared the lock with us. The canal locks
are worked by boat crews and the swing
bridges worked by canal staff. We had an
experienced crew to work the locks and
once we had parted company from the
yacht, the skipper commented that he
had never transited a lock so fast. The
canal is deep by English or Welsh
standards with clear peat tinted water and
sides lined with large random stones. A
breaking wash is acceptable, thus we
were able to proceed at a good speed.
The scenery is superb all the way.

Leaving the first locks at Crinan the canal
clings to the side of the hill with exposed
rock faces to starboard and view
northward over the estuary of the River
Add and a large area of mosses before

Locking up the Dunardy lock flight on the
Crinan. [Andrew Laycock]

Sgabh’s deck has just enough space for 12
passengers. [Jim Comerford]
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rising to the mountains beyond. The
bridge keeper had Bellanoch Bridge open
for us and then we were at the foot of the
Dunardry flight of locks up to the short
tree lined summit pound.

Then it was down the Cairnbann flight of
locks holding up the road traffic at the
swing bridge above lock 5 at the bottom
of the flight. On past the rooftops of
Lockgilphead to transit Oakfield bridge
before stopping on a pontoon berth for a
picnic lunch. We then turned to return to
Crinan basin for dinner at the Crinan
Hotel.

Next morning saw us re-join Sgarbh to
lock out into the sea water of Loch
Crinan. A look at the castle opposite
Crinan and then we steamed across to

see the Corryveckan Whirlpool between
Jura and Scarba. The whirlpool was not
at its fiercest state of tide, but it was still
very impressive. We then moored to a
buoy in a small uninhabited bay close to
the shore of Jura and were able to watch
common and grey seals and a nesting
pair of sea eagles as we ate a picnic
lunch on board. The weather was kind to
us, no rough seas and altogether a
splendid trip.

Back at Crinan we landed to drive north
to Corpach for the next stage of our trip
along the Caledonian Canal on the
VIC32.

Lunchtime stop at Oakfield Bridge,
Lochgilphead. [Val Comerford]

Navigating Corryveckan. [Jim Comerford]

Entering the top Crinan lock.
[Andrew Laycock]

Skipper Ross Ryan at Sgabh’s helm.
 [Val Comerford]
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Highland Canals — SL VIC32 on The Caledonian Canal
Jim Comerford takes over the pen to recount this leg of the Scotland adventure
I suppose everyone has at some time
heard of the VIC32. These ‘Victualling
Inshore Craft’ where built in large numbers
in World War Two to supply the fleet, but
they were based on the Clyde Puffer, itself
derived from a Forth and Clyde barge.
Currently it is the only running steam
powered Clyde Puffer. So, when the
opportunity to share a trip with a few other
RNR members arrived, Val and I could not
resist the invitation.

It is true to say that the start of the
Caledonian Canal is a fair way up
Scotland. We were to join VIC32 at
Corpach which is at the western end of the
canal near Fort William and had driven
from Ardrishaig on the Crinan canal. On
arrival, we were greeted by the Skipper -
Nick Walker accompanied by the
Helmsman - Colin, The First Mate - Jim,
Engineer - Ed and the two excellent cooks
- Mandy and Bel. The blokes helped us
with luggage and to find our cabins while
the ladies prepared an afternoon tea.

The hold of the boat has been converted
by making it into two decks. The lower has
six cabins, two double and four twin with
bunks. There are two identical bathrooms
with showers and toilets together with a
small engineer’s stores and workshop.
The upper deck has a saloon with a long
table for dining. The Skipper has his cabin
between the saloon and the galley. All
very cosy, and it is a definite advantage
knowing your fellow travellers. The crew

have accommodation in the fore and aft
ends. Just aft of the hold is the engine
room which houses the large vertical
boiler, with coal bunkers on either side of it
and the main engine. Above this is the
wheel-house.

The first day saw us exiting the canal and
having a trip out in the sea loch. The Fort
William to Mallaig railway runs along the
edge of Loch Eil and the skipper timed the
trip to coincide with the passing of the
morning steam hauled ‘Jacobite’ train.
Exchanging steam whistles and photos we
headed back to Corpach and the Banavie
locks, the 7-lock Neptune’s Staircase.
However, the road and railway cross the
canal at the bottom of the flight. We had to
wait for the afternoon Jacobite train. This
time much closer and more intense
whistles as the train crossed the swing
bridge at slow speed. After the excitement,
and the bridges open for us, we worked up
the locks and an appetite for a delicious
dinner.

The following days we settled into a
routine. Time-sharing the bathrooms,
waiting for Ed to get steam up before the
steam heated urn was available for tea
and coffee with breakfast. To say that the
seating was cosy is a slight

Steam boat waiting for steam train, Banavie.
[Andrew Laycock]

Steam in the mountains, moored below
Aberchalder lock.
[Andrew Laycock]
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understatement. Elbows definitely held in
tight and sitting in the middle was not such
a good idea, as most of the meal was
spent passing dishes back and forth.
However, the excellent food more than
compensated for this. Later in the day we
were treated to elevenses with biscuits
and cakes, a buffet lunch, afternoon tea
and the dinner, with the boat’s bar
available for refreshment, of course.

Unlike larger cruise ships a walk around
the deck didn’t burn too many calories off.
We had a daily offer of a shore excursion
walk. Often this meant lowering the boat’s
tender (rowing boat) using VIC’s steam
derrick which was entertaining. It was the
nearest to puffing that the VIC got to. The
main engine of the VIC has a condenser
on its exhaust so there is no audible puff.
This was standard on all the VICs as they

worked in salt water which of course was
not acceptable in the boiler.

Over the next few days we negotiated the
canal north-eastwards. At the locks, the
boat team handling the ropes was Jim, the
first-mate ably assisted by our
Harbourmaster Neil on the fore-end and
Ed the engineer at the aft. Where
possible, some of us were able to help on
the lock-side. Often though the lock
keeper handled the ropes. Usually a head,
stern and two springs were used. These
were taken around a Samson post to
cleats. Full control was needed as we
were often accompanied by a yacht which
might not bear the weight of the VIC
squashing it. [Reminds me of narrowboats
on the Thames with Gin palaces -Ed.]

Our first excursion was a walk along the
towpath and through a culvert under the
canal. This runs parallel to a second
similar sized one that carried a stream.
Later some went off to gather Chanterelle
mushrooms that we ate later.

At Laggan on the south east end of Loch
Oich, we were given a very interesting trip
around the heritage railway site of the
Invergarry & Fort Augustus Railway
Museum (www.invergarrystation.org.uk).
Here Mark Bowman kindly showed us
around the site of the station with its on-
going restoration. Invergarry had the

Bow spring and stern lines, the two important
ropes when locking. Fort Augustus.

[Andrew Laycock]
Mushroom pickers heading out in the tender.

[Jim Comerford]
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longest platforms of the railway, so as to
accommodate the full length of King
Edward VII’s royal train. After our visit
Mark suggested that we might like to visit
his garden railway which was along the
canal a short distance. Here we were
entertained by his 7¼" gauge steam
railway. Very trustingly, he let us play and
all had a go driving under the watchful eye
of Neil. This was a great afternoon which
we all certainly enjoyed.

We reached Foyers on Loch Ness, where
we breasted up to a canal cruise boat, and
some of us went for a walk guided by our
Skipper, Nick Walker through lovely
woods to see Foyers Falls. Though due to
lack of rain, they were not very full. This
was the furthest point on our trip.

On the return journey at Fort Augustus we
visited an old Monastery that has been
converted into apartments. In the evening

we explored the town and sampled the
local beer. Having crossed Loch Oich, we
had another walk to see Invergarry castle
and Glengarry Lodge hotel, an old
mansion. In the evening, in true RNR
style, we were entertained by Ukuleles
and songs led, of course, by Meg and
Paul.

On the last day we once again had the
thrill of Banavie locks, this time
descending. As this is on the tourist map
we had plenty of Gongoozlers to contend
with but were kept going with excellent
ice-creams from the cafe part way down.
Once again, near the bottom of the flight,
steam whistles were exchanged with the
passing of the steam hauled Jacobite
train. All too soon we were back at

Steaming out of the rainbow on Loch Ness.
[Andrew Laycock]

VIC32’s bridge, funnel in line with the wheel
makes for interesting steering positions.

[Andrew Laycock]

Approaching mooring pontoon, Laggan locks.
[Andrew Laycock]

The only sighting of Nessie was this model at
the Aberchalder miniature railway.

[Andrew Laycock]
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Corpach and journey’s end. An extra
delight this afternoon was some music on
the gramophone. This was no ordinary
one, but, steam powered, of course. Ed
fixed it up which was slightly harder that
just plugging into the mains and we heard
a selection of often amusing old 78s that I
had brought. It was probably about 55
years ago since they had been played.

A last passing of the Jacobite was an apt
finale while we were off loading cases and
exchanging farewells. A wonderful
experience, that I am sure we would all
recommend.

Did you know …. We were informed that a
Boat is a vessel that can be carried upon
a Ship and as they carried the VICs on
Ships during WW2, they are known as
Boats.

For more on VIC32 see
savethepuffer.co.uk and for Clude Puffers
in general see the “Clyde_puffer” entry on
Wikipedia.

As mentioned earlier by Chris Halliwell the
idea for our Highland Canal venture came
from a discussion of boating ‘bucket list’
items. One of mine was a Puffer trip
around the Western Isles visiting a

distillery or two. Unfortunately external
events meant this trip did not cross that
item off. So a good excuse for another trip
on VIC32 sometime!

Highland Canals — The background

The steam powered gramophone.
[Val Comerford] Descending Neptune’s Staircase, Banavie

[Jim Comerford]

The RNR Highland Canal party.
[Ian Henshaw / Andrew Laycock]

VIC32’s crew (and office staff).
[Andrew Laycock]
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Neil Mason first suggested having a
gathering in 2011 to provide an
opportunity for members to meet and
socialise before the season wound up. An
initial 21 boats met at the newly
constructed Barby Moorings and thus
started what has now become a very
enjoyable meet in a less formal setting
than a Rally.

This year, 33 boats were in attendance
along with one camper van and many day
visitors, hosted by the Lichfield Cruising
Club in their HQ at the junction of the
Coventry and Wyrley & Essington [W&E]
Canals. This was possible as their own
gathering event is held biannually, and
we fitted quite nicely in between.

The clubhouse and HQ, converted from
two cottages, provided an excellent
number of adjoining rooms with ample
arrangements for our visit. Neil had
arranged for the supply of real ale
sourced locally, which he assured the bar

staff we would consume or pay for if any
remained – the latter didn’t happen! We
did find out however that they had
ordered larger barrels than we usually
have – still not a problem!

Saturday afternoon saw the unveiling of a
bench, donated by the Register in
memory of Rob Davies, in Swan Park
Whittington, just a 20-minute walk on a
pleasant day. Following a short
presentation, Helen and Andrew Davies
performed the removal of the Welsh flag
and all were encouraged to take a seat in
turn to enjoy the views of the canal. A
fitting presence was made by Kangaroo,
an historic narrowboat once used by the
T&M Canal Society when Rob [and
Andrew!] were volunteers. Now in the
South Midland fleet at Alvecote, our

2018 Autumn Gathering at Huddlesford Junction

[Trish McNiff]

First Gathering at Barby Moorings [Mark Dixon]

[Andrew Laycock]

[Steve Whetnall]
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thanks to Lawrence for steering her up for
the occasion and providing a taxi service
for some members [never more than 12
in the hold!] for the trip back to
Huddlesford. Along with Paul and Viv
Barber on Whitby, both boats added a
truly traditional feel to the event.

Paul Bartlett provided an excellent
weekend breakfast of bacon and sausage
baps; and an equally appetising supper
on the Saturday evening. Entertainment
was led by Meg and her Ukulele crew
followed by a trio of Colin, Kevin and
Steve. For those still around on Sunday,
more singing was evident with Dave and
Nessa assisted by Rob Dickinson et al.

One bonus to the weekend was a walk
along the usually private part of the W&E
in water, being home to the moorings of
the Lichfield Cruising Club. We viewed
Cappers Bridge, recently rebuilt to
accommodate the canal for restoration,
but soon to be demolished when HS2 is
dug through the surrounding area. The
upside of this however is the provision of
a new basin to replace the parts lost to
this behemoth of a project; such is
progress!

The central location of this venue will
surely mean that we will return for further
gatherings over time and our thanks go to
Neil for his efforts. Well done!

Meg and crew [Steve Whetnall] Kevin, Colin and Steve [Steve Whetnall]

Exploring the section of the W&E used as Litchfield CC
moorings.

[Andrew Laycock]




