
The journal of the Russell Newbery Engine Owners & Enthusiasts Club

www.rnregister.org.uk

Issue 103
Autumn 2019

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
 JIM STOREY RIP
  AWAY DAYS 2020 - AND MORE!

YESTERDAY ONCE MORE
    ALTERNATIVE POST-RALLY CRUISE



2 RNR Newsletter : Autumn 2019

WHO’S WHO

RUSSELL NEWBERY REGISTER LTD
Vice Presidents: Lady Carol Stamp, Mrs Susan Gibbs,
Allister Denyer, Graham Pearson, Eleanor Phillips
Web site: www.rnregister.org.uk
The Russell Newbery Register is a non profit
distributing company limited by guarantee.
Founded: 1994 Registered in England No: 346943
Officers:
Chairman: Bob Scott m: 07812 028415
chairman@rnregister.org.uk
Secretary: Kevin McNiff m: 07866 424988
secretary@rnregister.org.uk
Director & Administrator (membership, finance): Andy
Todd t: 01923 264962 m: 07973 326888
administration@rnregister.org.uk
Director: Jim Comerford m: 07887 591905
jim@comerford.org.uk
Director: Norman C Mitchell m: 07831 118008
Newsletter Editor: Kevin McNiff editor@rnregister.org.uk
Newsletter Production: Andrew Laycock m: 07870 294580
Administration (merchandise): Neil Mason
t: 01306 889073 sales@rnregister.org.uk
Rally Organisers: Bob Scott and Andrew Laycock
rally@rnregister.org.uk
Webmaster: Andrew Laycock
webmaster@rnregister.org.uk

RUSSELL NEWBERY REGISTER PROPERTY LTD
A non profit distributing company limited by guarantee
Founded 2004 Registered in England No: 5316384
Directors: Bob Ainsworth, Dave Martin, Bob Scott, Andy
Todd.

RN DIESEL ENGINE COMPANY
Proprietors: Dave Bixter (m:07812 039110)
  Deborah Bixter (m: 07966 403132)
Showroom: RN House, The Locks, Hillmorton, Rugby,
Warwickshire, CV21 4PP t:01788 578661
Engineering workshop: 4 Oak House, Royal Oak Way
North, Royal Oak Industrial Estate, Daventry NN11 8PQ

Email: russellnewbery@aol.com
Web site: www.russellnewbery.com

Field Engineers: Ian Crompton m: 07831 841108
            Richard Milligan m: 07973 826260

CONTENTS
Front cover:  Compton Verney
                    [Hazel Sarkanen]
Back cover:     Bidford-on-Avon sunrise 04:26 23rd June

[Liisa & Shaun Lloyd]

3 FROM THE EDITOR

4 CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER

5    MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

OBITUARY - JIM STOREY

6 MORE MEMBERSHIP NEWS

 BSS ANYONE?

7 EXTRA CURRICULAR - 2020

YESTERDAY ONCE MORE

10 AUTUMN GATHERING REPORT and
 PICTURES

12 AYLESBURY RALLY NEWS

13 OEM!

14 ALTERNATIVE POST RALLY
 CRUISE
Unless otherwise noted,© Russell Newbery Register, 2019

Next edition
All contributions for the Winter edition will be

gratefully received. Do not worry about
format — in true RN fashion the editorial team

can cope with [almost] anything!

Please supply photographs as separate JPEG or GIF files.

Copy deadline 15th January 2020

Thanks from the Chesterfield Canal Trust -
see page 10.

mailto:jim@comerford.org.uk


3RNR Newsletter : Autumn 2019

A warm welcome to this edition, especially our new clutch of members!  We
hope you may also consider joining in with one or more of our planned
events in 2020.

After another excellent Autumn Gathering, Trish and I had to return to
Cropredy quickly as Trish’s mum was poorly in hospital. Not used any more
to “Doc Thompson’s long days”, we made it from Alvecote in 3 days and 2
hours and Trish was able to visit her before she passed away on 19th

September, aged 95.

Also in this edition is an obituary for Jim Storey, who used to attend
Rallies on his boat Lynx and often travelled the system with Bob May on
Hecla.

We feature a voyage of a different kind with a trip to Iceland and the
Northern Lights, and Chris Halliwell is proposing an autumn cruise to
Ireland next year.

There’s news about the Spring Away Days, the Rally in Aylesbury and
advance notice of the Autumn Gathering, which returns to Huddlesford
Junction for a second time.

Most of you will have tucked your Russell [and Lister/National/Ruston et
al] away for the winter, while I do know of a hardy group of liveaboards
who are still out on the cut. I wish you all the best for the upcoming festive
season . See you out and about next year.

Front cover:  Compton Verney

Back cover:     Bidford-on-Avon sunrise 04:26 23rd June

Full range of of RN Spares and service items available from stock together with engines on display at Hillmorton.
Full range of Boatyard Services including Engine servicing and repairs, Boat blacking, Full boat repainting service,

Boat building and repairs, Plumbing & electrics, Weld repairs.

GBBS Hillmorton Ltd. & Russell Newbery Marine Diesel Engines

01788 578 661  mobile 07812 039110 www.russellnewbery.com email. russellnewbery@aol.com

mailto:jim@comerford.org.uk
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Chairman’s Chatter
I’m sitting here in my study looking out at
Workman Bridge in Evesham. The sun is
shining and there are a few high clouds,
all in all a half decent Autumn day and I’d
love to be out on the river. Unfortunately,
although it is beginning to fall, the river
level is still up in the red zone. Fingers
crossed I’ll be able to go out again
sometime this year on a sunny day.

So trouble on the Macclesfield again then,
with an unplanned closure at Bollington,
due to excessive leakage, until March
next year. For those I didn’t tell the story
to at the Rally in June, earlier trouble on
the Macclesfield at the end of May
indirectly led to my newly repainted boat
(or, at least the exhaust stack) coming to
grief in one of the tunnels on the Ashton
canal. You’d think I’d know better after all
this time standing on the shouty end of a
boat and, as I went into the tunnel, I
swear there was at least 12 inches
clearance, in the middle of the tunnel;
there wasn’t and with a horrible grating
sound the boat came to a juddering halt.
A combination of lump hammer and
rocking the boat enabled me to remove
the stack (burning fingers in the process)
and carry on after about twenty minutes. I
emerged, red faced and muttering
obscenities, from the tunnel into the
Manchester rain.

The Macclesfield was closed at Bosley
flight and to be sure of getting to the Rally
on time I had to take a different route and
go via Manchester. To add insult to injury,
just as I arrived at Castlefield in
Manchester, I received a message telling
me that the Bosley flight had reopened
and I could have gone along my originally
intended route. At least I got to go down
the Marple Flight again. I had the feeling
we must have been one of the first few
boats to go down it from the comments
made by a few passers-by with one telling

me he thought
it had been
closed
permanently. I
wonder if the
long closure of
the flight was
one of the
factors in the
feeder dam
above Whaley
Bridge filling
up to overflowing? [More like rain, rain,
rain and perhaps underlying issues with
the spillway that are now under
investigation and a report due. Ed.]

The exhaust still worked although now
residing at a slightly jaunty angle, the
cast iron roof collar (now 20 years old
and effectively irreplaceable) being
cracked in two places. I happened to
mention at the rally my difficulties in
being able to repair or replace it to
Richard Milligan and, after inspecting the
damage, he said he could sort it out
given a few weeks and after things had
quietened down a little.

I am now the proud possessor of a
spring-loaded exhaust stack! When I pull
the cord it lies down and when I let it go it
springs back up again. No more worrying
about tunnel clearances and changing
hot pipes.

Planning my trip to Aylesbury already,
think I’ll start towards the end of May and
proceed at a leisurely pace now that the
DWP are sending me money every four
weeks.

Oh, if anyone wants a folding exhaust on
the top of their boat let me know. If there
is enough interest, I’m sure a few more
can be made to the same pattern.
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Jim Storey – Obituary

Another great Autumn Gathering at
Alvecote and lovely to see so many boats
turn out (not to mention campers and so
on.) We’ve had some woodwork repairs
done at Hillmorton on the way back which
we’re delighted with. Not bad going for 13
years of living in the elements for some of
it. We’re hoping to get out once more for
a few days before winter sets in but the
recent weather doesn’t make it all that
attractive.

I’ve arranged to make the way we accept
payments more flexible to meet modern
day demands, so please have a look at
the article on page six, especially if you
don’t pay by standing order.

I’m pleased to say that we’ve had eight
new members join since the last
newsletter. A very warm RN welcome to:
Peter Shaw, Northwich nb Alcor
Lee Simpson, Longnor nb Ploddin
Phil Underwood, Cosgrove nb Ultima
John O’Dea, North Kensington nb Miss
Ellie No.2
Lesley & Joe Kimantas, Peterborough nb
Steadfast
Chris Wenham, Napton-on-the-Hill nb
Herbert
Jonathan & Cheryl James, Fenton
Pam Moxon, Peel, Isle of Man nb Shindig

Membership Matters

Dr. Jim Storey passed away on 29th July
and his funeral took place at Yarningdale
Wood crematorium on 20th August.
Although not possible for RN members to
attend, the Register was able to send
messages of condolence to his widow
Olga after she contacted Brian Farrant.

Jim was born in February 1945 and went
on to attain a doctorate in Chemistry, one
of three PhDs he gained. Working in a
laboratory in Oxford, he was responsible
for developments in insulin for diabetic
people. A talented photographer, many of
his framed and mounted works featuring
wildlife and nature were on display during
his wake.

Jim met his wife, Olga Ananskikh, shortly
after her arrival in England from Russia
and took time to show her the
countryside, while explaining the meaning
of thousands of English words and
proofreading her letters. Jim took pride in
telling her of his country’s scientific and
historical achievements. He was the
embodiment of “Englishness”. In her
tribute to Jim, she spoke about his caring
for her even during his long and painful

illnesses,
always
saying
“we’ll get
through
this, don’t
worry”.

He was
also philanthropic, giving his time,
expertise and sometimes money to those
in difficulty. One time, he drove his
neighbour’s forgotten handbag from her
house to the centre of London.

Jim loved the canals and countryside. He
was very proud of his boat Lynx with its
DM2 and would spend time cruising the
system alone or with his long-time friend
Bob May on Hecla. He attended many
Rallies before I knew him but became
less able as time went by.

Jim’s website http://jim-
storey.com/index6.htm is a legacy that is
worth visiting and will give you more
insight into his take on life. R.I.P.
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More Membership Matters!
We have historically offered two ways of
paying your subscription, standing order
for regular annual payment or cheque for
those who don’t wish to let their bank do
the remembering. Both of these are
probably in the twilight of their years as
cheque usage is dwindling and the banks
don’t like standing orders as setting them
up requires manpower. Setting up the
latter is also becoming more of a hassle
as it requires us to send a piece of paper
with the customer’s live signature to a
bank branch which are becoming more
and more scarce to find.

We have therefore decided to modernise
and expand the ways to pay. Thanks to a
broadening of the rules about who can
use the direct debit system, with
immediate effect we will be switching new
members onto direct debit instead of
standing order. This will pay dividends
when the day comes to revise the annual
subscription as the amount can be
changed centrally rather than each
individual having to sign a new standing
order form.

There are no plans to increase the £12
standing order subscriptions in the
foreseeable future, but it will inevitably
come about one day.

Members who currently pay by standing
order will be able to continue to pay that
way until the next price rise when they
will also be moved over to direct debit. If
anyone would prefer to change over
before then, they will be very welcome to
do so as long as they have Internet

access. An email to me, is all that’s
required to set this in action.

For those wishing to pay each year as it
comes (that is £15), we are introducing
two new methods of payment – online
banking and PayPal. Again, with
immediate effect, you can transfer money
directly to our account – Russell Newbery
Register Ltd., sort code 40-22-09,
account 01745212, please try to use your
membership number as the reference.

Alternatively, you can pay by PayPal to
administration@rnregister.org.uk. Again,
please use your membership number as
the reference.

Hopefully this will just make things easier
for everyone but if you have any
questions, email me at
administration@rnregister.org.uk.

A MESSAGE FROM ROB DICKINSON

Rob is offering to carry out BSS examinations for members at a cost of £140. Travel
costs will be minimal. Contact Rob on 07831 449236 or menderman@live.com
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Extra-Curricular Activities for next year
Spring Away Day(s)

The plan is to visit the Ironbridge Gorge
Museums over the 21st and  22nd of April.
Members who join us will be able to
attend only one day if they wish, but there
is much more to see than can be
accomplished in a single day, so a two
day event is planned. Please would
members who think they might like to
attend send me an expression of interest
stating 1 day or 2 days.I  will keep you
informed of  arrangements.

Shannon - Erne Cruise

Following last years successful trip on the
Crinan and Caledonian Canals, several
members have asked if we can do
another trip. I have been looking into boat
hire in Ireland and suggest a cruise
between the River Shannon and Loch
Erne. We have explored parts of the
waterway by road and canoed part of
Upper Loch Erne and both are very well

worth cruising. Suggested time is a week
in early October 2020. It would be very
helpful if anyone interested could contact
me to express an interest by 16th

December.

chris_j_halliwell@yahoo.co.uk
07592 739168

Newbrook Lock 13, Shannon and Erne
[Photo © John M (cc-by-sa/2.0)]

Yesterday Once More?
“This is like boating as it was several
years ago” was a recurring thought during
my cruises this summer. These déjà vue
moments covered several aspects of
boating, some positive, some not so.
Aspect 1 - Will we get there? When I
started boating over 40 years ago, we
always had a plan B for each cruise. And
for many trips a Plan C, Plan D and so
on! Discovering unscheduled stoppages
during a cruise occurred frequently then.
Ten or so years ago the probability of
completing a planned cruise was very
high, but this has started to drop. Last
year we knew of the major breach on the
Middlewich Branch, so planned around
that. First re-plan was to bypass Weston
Marsh lock, which was damaged on the
day we set off. Then we had a second
re-plan, avoiding Marple where lock 11
became impassable (unless you had a
very short or very thin boat). Thus our

third attempt to navigate the Upper Peak
Forest canal was postponed. The cause
of previous postponements in the 1990s
had been closures of the Rochdale Nine
locks in Manchester and Bosley locks on
the Macclesfield.
So the prime objective of my boating this
summer was to reach Buxworth Basin
and Whaley Bridge. I chose the wrong
week! We weathered the storm of 31st

July at the North Cheshire Cruising
Club’s base at High Lane on the
Macclesfield. On Thursday morning came
the dramatic news of the partial failure of
the dam at Todbrook Reservoir and the
threat of widespread flooding to Whaley
Bridge and the valley of the Rive Goyt.
No hope of boating on the Upper Peak
Forest, nor going anywhere, as for two
days Marple and Bosley locks were
closed to enable water to be run off.
Fortunately, both flights were reopened
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late on Friday afternoon so we had a
viable plan B; venturing up the first few
miles of the Huddersfield Narrow Canal.
Forty years ago, communicating any
change of plan to arriving crew and
determining alternative transport for
departing crew would have been very
difficult. Mobile phones, together with
universal (almost) access to the Internet
and multiple communication channels
certainly have had the most impact on
modern day boating. These technical
advances have also enabled quicker
notification of unplanned stoppages. No
more the reading of canalside printed
notices or finding locks unexpectedly
chained up.
We escaped another re-plan by less than
24 hours! Oxford Mill alongside the
Ashton Canal at Guide Bridge caught fire
on 6th August, closing the canal for a
week whilst the remains were carefully
demolished.
Aspect 2 – Fewer boats on the move.
Perhaps a little more subjective than
other aspects, but I did feel that many of
the waterways we visited were quieter
than usual this summer. On two
consecutive days we passed only two
moving boats. Admittedly, these were the
days we voyaged from Duckinfield to
Stalybridge and back, and the following
day’s trip down the Ashton Canal to
Manchester. Even some of the “hot
spots” were quiet – for example only one
boat moored on the Anderton visitor
moorings on the T&M when we arrived.
Admittedly we did venture to some of the
places where you expect fewer boats.

The far side of Froghall tunnel on the
Caldon Canal was one, tunnel headroom
the restriction there. We had around 6”
clearance in the middle (the tiller arm is
the highest point) but only just over an
inch at the cabin sides. Apparently we
were the first boat through the tunnel for
over four days. The restored basin below
the first lock of the Uttoxoter canal is a
delightful mooring. So too is Winsford
Marina, at the head of the River Weaver
Navigation. Marina is a bit of misnomer, it
is a mooring basin with a water tap; and a
slipway for trailable boats. It is depth
which limits visitors here, and the fact you
are a few hundred yards beyond CRT’s
jurisdiction. We had no problem with
depth, navigating slowly and keeping
close to the east bank when arriving and
leaving. Away from Anderton and
Northwich the Weaver is a real delightful
river, which needs more visiting boats.
The only stretches that I felt were really
busy were the T&M between Great
Haywood and Stone, and the Middlewich
Branch, possibly because both those
stretches have several marinas close by
and we were traversing them on a
weekend.
Aspect 3 – Fewer moored boats.
Finding all of the visitor moorings
unoccupied at in a town with a major
supermarket was a real surprise. That is
what happened in Stalybridge, so we
chose the spot right outside the entrance
to Tesco. I do not recall the last time I
had such a choice for mooring. The only
occasion where we could not moor where
we wanted to was at Great Haywood.
The popularity of the Canalside farm
shop and café does justify some more

Tight fit - Froghall tunnel Secluded mooring 1:  Uttoxoter canal below lock 1
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visitor moorings on the T&M north of the
junction.
Aspect 4 – Low or empty pounds. Here
I am not talking of low levels caused by
hot and dry summers as this summer
was neither of those. We found two
empty pounds on the Clayton flight on the
Ashton Canal, both probably caused by
top and bottom gates not sealing
properly. Fortunately we were going
downhill and the pounds were short. This
was very reminiscent of Black Country
cruising of years gone by, when we often
encountered dry pounds at Tipton,
Stourbridge and on the Crow. As ever,
being the first boat on the move in the
morning does increase the probability of
finding a dry pound. The Huddersfield
Narrow had a couple of pounds which
were inexplicably low, as the pound
above was on weir. With one of these,
the addition of a lock full of water from
above made a big difference.
Aspect 5 – Hydraulic paddle gear. Love
them or loathe them, hydraulic paddle
gear are now almost extinct. Except for
the Ashton Canal – almost every lock has
them fitted on the top gates and most on
the bottom as well. Maybe because the
anti-vandal clasps fitted to this gear are
harder to open without the security key.
Back in 1981, these were the first locks
that I came across which required this
key, in those days known as a “Leeds &
Liverpool” key. On that occasion lock
wheeling was impeded since we only had
one key –as both unlocking and locking
require the key.
Aspect 6 – Heading for the unknown.
One big advantage with retirement is that

my cruises are of longer duration, thus I
can travel further from our home mooring.
This enables visits to waterways I have
not previously cruised with all the
excitement of going somewhere ‘new’.
However, these days with online and
printed guides, you are not really
venturing into the unknown! But surprises
still happen.
This year, my ‘new water’ was the Caldon
Canal beyond Froghall tunnel and the
first few miles of the Huddersfield Narrow
up to Stalybridge. On the former, the
tranquil and secluded basin below the
first lock of the Uttoxeter canal is a real
delight. The facilities are first class, with
mooring pontoons, a CRT facilities block
and the adjacent Hetty’s Tea Shop in the
former corn store warehouse.
My surprise on the Huddersfield Narrow
was Stakes Aqueduct over the River
Tame. This is an iron trough, cast at
Butterley Iron works, for the canal with a
dressed stone hump-back bridge for the
towing path. The big surprise is the gap
between the two. Designed by Benjamin
Outram, this delightful structure was built
in 1800 to replace the earlier all stone
aqueduct. It is one of the earliest iron
trough aqueducts in Britain, so is
justifiably listed Grade II.
My discoveries on the Upper Peak Forest
will have to wait for another time.
Perhaps, if I keep my plans a secret, I
might break the jinx!

All photos by the author

Secluded mooring 2:  Winsford marina Mind the Gap! Stakes Aqueduct
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Autumn Gathering 2019

Our last meet of the season was held over the weekend of 13th – 15th September in the
Samuel Barlow at Alvecote, on the Coventry Canal near Tamworth. The Register has been
hosted here several times in the past, including the summer Rally in 2012. As well as good
facilities for mooring, marina services and good selection of food and drink, its location is well
placed for most members to reach before heading off to their winter moorings [or onwards
along the cut].

Some late changes in numbers saw around 18 boats, 2 caravans and a camper van on site
for the weekend with several members driving in for the Saturday. No formal timetable was
arranged, the emphasis being on socialising.  The buffet and entertainment on Saturday
evening was well received and a raffle held, raising £320 which has been donated to the
Chesterfield Canal Trust, [nominated by our hosts in lieu of charging for the room hire.]

The weather was kind, which always helps, and Andy Todd was able to try out his drone
skills over the event. Several boats remained in the area to attend the Huddlesford Heritage
Gathering the following weekend.

Neil Mason has announced that next year’s gathering will be at Huddlesford, hosted by the
Lichfield Cruising Club. Our first visit last year saw the largest number of attending boats [33]
plus a camper van and day visitors to any of the previous gatherings.

Once again, thanks go to Neil for organising the gatherings since 2011.

10 RNR Newsletter : Autumn 2019
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2020 Rally News
Arrangements for next summer’s Rally at
Aylesbury are progressing well. First,
many thanks to those Register members
who have offered to run an activity or to
help organise one.

We will have a very diverse range of
activities; so there will be something to
appeal to all of you. On the craft side we
will have for the first time a creative
writing class. The editor hopes that this
will lead to more Newsletter articles! An
extended session (Saturday morning and
early afternoon) will be devoted to basket
making, producing a small basket with
solid wood base and cane sides. There
will be a small extra charge for this to
cover the cost of materials.

On the technical side we are delighted to
welcome back two long standing friends
of the Register. Keith Meadowcroft of Volt
Master will present on boat electrics and
electronics, an area which has rapidly
developed in the past few years. If you
wish to be enlightened on engine cooling
systems, and particularly the Jabsco
pump used on many RN engines, then a
session with Charles Cleghorn is for you.
His company has a wealth of experience
in all manner of marine pumps.

One workshop subject which falls
between technical and craft is that of
ropework. Bring along a tiller arm and
you will be able to tie a decorative Turks
head around one end of it.

We will be using the extensive kitchen of
the Aylesbury Canal Society's building at
Circus Field. On Friday, Saturday and
Sunday mornings you can partake in hot
breakfast rolls of various fillings. On Friday
and Saturday evenings there will be
cooked suppers. One will be a chilli or
similar; the other (hopefully) a barbeque.
Vegetarian options will be available.

Following the Rally, there is a short
convoy cruise to the head of navigation on
the Wendover Arm. On Tuesday afternoon
(30th June), Clive Johnson from the
Wendover Arm Trust will lead a visit to the
work site to show us progress on this
restoration scheme.

To compensate for the short post Rally
cruise, we are organising group passages
down the Grand Union. This will also
assist with the working of the wide locks,
particularly the Buckby Flight. One group
will depart Braunston on Friday 19th June,
cruising for around 5 hours a day for six
days. The other group, for the more
energetic, departs Braunston on Sunday
21st with planned 8 hour cruising days.
Both groups will arrive Aylesbury on
Wednesday 24th June.

For the now traditional ‘Rally Awayday’  on
Thursday we have two suggestions. One
is a coach trip offering visits to Kew
Gardens or the London Museum of Water
and Steam (Kew Pumping Station). The
alternative is  to use group train travel for
a day out in London - potentially visiting
the London Canal Museum. This has an
advantage for members with dogs, they
can travel on the train (but not visit the
museum). The downside is that Aylesbury
Railway station is the other side of town to
the canal basin. Please let me know of
your preferences - or feel feel to suggest
something else.

The Winter edition of the Newsletter due
to reach you at the end of January, will
include the Rally booking form.

We are looking forward to meeting new
and regular Rally attendees next June.

rally@rnregister.org.uk
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No! It’s not another acronym found on
social media, though how do I know, I
don’t go there!

Almost every item we buy these days,
from vehicles, domestics white goods,
computers, TV’s and sound equipment
contain a vast array of components. The
makers’ badges bear little or no
significance to where what’s inside
originates from.

A common example is computers. Open
up any desktop or laptop and you will find
that the hard disks are most likely
supplied by Seagate or Western Digital.
Memory cards by Samsung, SanDisk and
Kingston. Even the “mother boards” are
sometimes the same. We buy Acer, HP,
Dell, Lenovo and so on, whilst of course
Microsoft are the OEM suppliers of the
operating system Windows, unless you
are a Linux user. But what’s this all got to
do with you and your own Russell?

Back in the day, all the parts were
sourced and manufactured in the UK.
Engineering factories were in abundance
and availability was to be had with short
lead times. The expertise, always on the
doorstep so to speak, helped British
engineering to flourish. Nowadays, such
expertise has diminished in the UK and
where it is to be found, no-one is really
interested in producing individual
components or small batch runs which is
reflected in the high costs to small firms
like RN.[£700 for a pair of piston
conrods]. During the time of the RN
Diesel Engine Company Ltd [RNDE].
under David Phillips, Allister Denyer and
Brian Jarret, they sourced suppliers of
engine castings, pistons, liners and
crankshafts from Europe and India.
Allister took to manufacturing parts on the
CNC machine and produced most of the
Whitworth studs, bolts etc in the factory at

Daventry. Above all, the outsourced parts
were made to a high standard and had
detailed quality control inspection
procedures on receipt. A fact lamented by
near neighbour in Royal Oak, Knight
Racing, who said they wished the same
were true with parts used In their high-
performance ‘racing spec’ engines!

Since 2007, the recession has bitten hard
into boatbuilding, effectively halting
production of new RN engines. The
resulting sale of the assets of RNDE Co.
Ltd. to Dave Bixter’s RNDE has gone a
long way to ensuring that support for our
Russells can continue, with several
refurbished engines also being sold.
There are still a number of DM2 engine
castings in the factory to enable new
builds should a customer or two come
along. [Towpath telegraph news is that
one such engine has been ordered for a
boat being built and fitted out at Glascote
Basin.]

With the emergence of more wide beam
boats and a change in the demographic
of inland waterways users, the Register
must strive to keep the marque alive and
kicking and has had several new
members join. Suffice to say, they are
bringing the average age of the
membership down and we are grateful for
their support!

Original Equipment Manufacturers [OEM]

Almost all of the parts for this D2 powered
auxiliary generator from the 1930s would have
been made in house or sourced locally.
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Immediately after Christmas, 2017, a
brochure advertising a cruise to
Greenland dropped through our letter
box, departure date 30th June 2019.
Making a quick phone call, just to make
an initial enquiry, you understand, it
appeared the cruise was selling fast. The
price was exceptionally good and the only
‘summer consideration’ was the RNR
rally. We assured ourselves it was
unlikely to be that late in June. Without
further delay, we booked before the
opportunity was lost.

Fast forward to summer 2019! The RNR
rally was indeed clashing with Greenland
but with some careful juggling it seemed
we could have, and eat, ‘most of our
cake’. We boated down to Stratford-on-
Avon in Thistledown to join in the first few
days of the rally and it was lovely to see
old friends and participate in some of the
rally events.

On the Saturday, our son and his partner
brought my car down to Stratford, arriving
by lunch time. We were conveniently
moored up, not with the majority of you,
on the river, but adjacent to the Premier

Inn carpark just before Bancroft Basin.
Julian and Julie were to take a fortnights
holiday and return our boat to Stafford.
We took the car home, staying for just 1
night to offload the dirty washing, pick up
the pre-packed suitcases and final
documentation and then hot-foot it to
Tilbury where we joined MV Marco Polo.

The first two days were ‘at sea’. The
Tuesday saw us at Kirkwall, capital of the
Orkneys. We knew it would be tender
boats to the port and the one berth was
indeed occupied – by a ‘Viking’ boat. No,
not a ‘Viking Afloat’, but the cruise ship,
Viking Su’. We enjoyed an independent
trip ashore and included a visit to a small,
but interesting, wireless museum.

Next was Torshavn, capital of the Faroe
Islands and again, we made an
independent trip as we’d been before. As
with RNR rallies, live music was a big
feature and we enjoyed some beautiful
sax playing on deck once we were back
on board.

By now we had got to know some fellow
travellers. Our dining companions were
three other couples of similar age and we

An Alternative Post-Rally Cruise — Iceland and Greenland
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all got on well, changing our seating
positions each night so we all got to know
one another. Over the course of the three
weeks we enjoyed some lively
conversations despite our differing views
on politics, Brexit and so on. We also
joined up with another lovely couple for
some evenings playing Canasta if the
shipboard entertainment was not to our
liking.

The next two ports of call were in Iceland
and we had booked organised excursions
in both. In Eskifjordur, we went on a hike

through beautiful scenery to a stunning
waterfall and then to a WW2 museum.
That day, being 4th July, there was some
appropriate US entertainment on board
once we got back. Great fun! The next
day we were in Akureyri and joined a
coach tour which, again, included an
amazing waterfall. That evening we saw
our first whales, both ‘blowing’, which is a
great sight, and then ‘in the flesh’ as they
surfaced quite close to the boat. This had
to be one of the fullest days we
experienced as the clocks had gone back
for the second time already on this cruise.
We enjoyed late night snacks before
going on deck for a while and witnessing
24 hour daylight. I’d like to say we saw
the midnight sun, but although it shone at
11.15pm it then disappeared behind a
cloud. Luckily the next day was ‘a sea
day’ so we could be lazy!

At both of these Iceland ports, we were
able to dock in the town but it was very
interesting to watch the mooring up
proceedings, which were just the same
as mooring up our own boat. There were

Waterfall at Eskifjordur
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locals ashore waiting to catch a line, the
difference being that the thinnish line they
caught was attached to a much fatter one
from which we were winched closer!
Bigger, stronger ropes, bigger, stronger
rings or capstans but the same principles.
And, yes, on one occasion the guy
ashore missed catching the rope. His
fault or a bad throw? At least it wasn’t my
fault, or John’s!

Lazy we might have been, but that sea-
day was great! We enjoyed glorious sun
all morning and saw more whales and
also icebergs. Coffee on deck, fantastic
seascapes, good conversations,
interesting birds – what more could one
want. We went to a wildlife lecture in the
afternoon and emerged from the theatre
to find it was foggy! Next day would see
us arriving in Greenland and we planned
an early awakening to watch our arrival
up the fjord.

We set the alarm for 5am, but woke to
more fog and to find we had anchored
early! It was another ‘tender’ day to reach
the port of Tasilaq. By the time we were
ashore the fog had cleared and it was
glorious again. I suddenly realised that
although I was holding my camera, I had
lost my camera case which I was using
as a handbag-substitute and in it was my

‘cruise card – essential to reboard – and
my cabin key! We retraced our steps and
asked the tender boat crew if it was still
there. It wasn’t. We called back at a little
museum where we had briefly peeped in
but decided to return to later if we had
time. It wasn’t there. Not knowing where
else to look and not wanting to lose more
time, we went for a beautiful walk through
‘the valley of flowers’ to some local lakes.
The flowers were wonderful and very
prolific. On return, as we neared the port,
my thoughts turned back to my missing
camera case. Some of you Register folk
will have shared previous experiences of
‘asking Saint Anthony’ – the patron saint
of lost things. (I recall he found a lost
mobile phone post-Ellesmere port rally.) I
swear he has never let me down. So, a
quick, but urgent, prayer because without
that cruise card I was going to have a bit
of a problem! Now how is this for a ‘fluke’
and an answer to a prayer, we got the
tender boat back, which held about 100
people. We waited to disembark until
almost everyone was off as I knew I could
end up holding people up. There were
just a couple of people left on the tender
and we indicated they should go in front
of us, giving our reason. At this point the
good lady asked if I was Veronica? I
agreed I was and she said she had my
camera case! Ironically, she had found it
in that little museum. Fluke – yes, there
were 3 tender boats, making several trips
all day, so for us to be on the same one
going ashore and then returning to Marco
Polo? For them to be the last remaining
couple of about 100 people? Once again,
thank you, Saint Anthony!

We had a beautiful ‘sailaway’ – icebergs
on both sides as we cruised down the
fjord, glorious sun and one of the ship’s
vocalists singing on deck for our
enjoyment.
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The next day we were very lazy, enjoying
the scenery at sea – icebergs, birds and
so on. However, it brought some
disappointing news. Remember how the
weather had affected the RNR rally with
boats not making it up the Severn and
Avon? Well, this cruise should have
included the transit of Prince Christian
Sound, one of the highlights and an
experience most of us would not get
again. News came through from the
Bridge that the Sound was blocked by an
iceberg! Climate change and unseasonal
warmer weather was causing more
icebergs than usual to break away. Not
only was one blocking the entrance, but
there were two lurking in the sound itself,
preventing shipping going through. This
also meant the next scheduled port would
be unattainable as we had to cruise the
long way round. Check your atlases now!

Having had an extra sea day, our captain
did us proud in the fact that he was able
to schedule in an extra port the following
day! This was the town of Maniitsoq,
intersected with small canals! Remember,
canals are man-made waterways, not
necessarily for boat passage. These were
far too small for boat passage but a
haven for fish and birds and we saw
some cute, fluffy water-bird chicks.

We went for a long walk along a fairly
tough path, out of the town, through some

rugged scenery until we came to
incredible views over the coast. We had
hoped to return by a second path, thus
making a circular route, but had only
walked about ten minutes along this
return route when the path entered a
gully which was completely blocked by a
considerable depth of snow! Luckily this
had not happened when we were almost
back or we’d have had a long way to
return to a safe route. Once back at the
town, we walked in the other direction
and ‘whale- watched’ from the dock area
before visiting a small museum. My notes
record that this was one of the best days
for seeing whales, and later in the
evening, for seeing seals.

Our next port of call was Sisimiut, the
second largest town in Greenland but
with just 5,400 inhabitants. We had
booked an excursion here and of
particular interest to all dog loving RNR
folk was the visit to ‘Sled Dog Town’.
Outside of the main township is a town
devoted entirely to the sled pulling dogs
that are so important to Greenalanders.
These dogs are working dogs, not pets,
but are such an essential part of the
Greenlanders way of life they are
extremely well cared for. Sled Dog Town
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consists of kennels, no houses, no shops,
no cafes. The dogs are all chained but
have plenty of space. Dogs are owned by
individuals who visit to feed and care for
the dogs each day. It was strange to walk
amongst the dogs, although we were
advised not to stroke them, and yet to
see no other signs of civilisation.

We abandoned our fellow diners on that
evening as the sailaway was coinciding
with our dining time and would be
transversing one of the
most beautiful fjords. We
dined informally in the
bistro and saw whales and
seals. I cannot do justice to
the beauty of the fjords,
particularly when the sun is
shining, the snow is
glistening and the
movement of the water is
spell-binding!

For us boaters, a
realisation that some of
nature’s best sights are in
the early morning, means
you Register readers will
not be too surprised for the

need to set an alarm for
5.15am the next day. We
had booked a trip from the
town of Kangerlussuak to
The Russell Glacier. We
travelled in ‘Arctic buses’ –
chunky four-wheel drive
vehicles that gave
credence to this being an
expedition cruise. The
terrain was rough and
included the longest road in
Greenland, all of 37 km. I
should point out that no
Greenland towns are
connected to each other by
road, only by boat, or,
rarely, by plane. Greenland

is home to just four species of mammal;
arctic fox, arctic hare, musk ox and
reindeer. Disappointingly, we only saw
reindeer. The glacier itself was quite
impressive but has shrunk considerably
over the years. This, plus the fact that we
drove along the shores of a very large
lake, the unpronounceable name
translating as ‘The lake where the ice
never melts’ but which had not been
frozen over for the last ten years, made
global warming and climate change a
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very real concept. We were so glad to be
making this trip before further changes
spoil the country forever.

The next port was Nuuk, Greenland’s
capital city. Again, we enjoyed an
independent visit ashore, walking around.
Opportunities for shopping were few and
far between but we spent some time in a
modern shopping mall as well as
wandering along the shore.

Our last Greenland port was Qaqortoq.
Once more we took tender boats ashore
and then ‘did our own thing’. We
wandered around the town, treated
ourselves to an iced coffee in a posh
hotel overlooking the water, and watched
the world go by. However, it was here
that we saw one of the best bird-sightings
of the trip. We were lucky enough to see
a pair of white-tailed eagles soaring about
over the town, putting on a display that
could have been just for the benefit of us
tourists.

Greenland behind us, we still had the
pleasure of stopping at Reykjavik, where
we had been on a previous cruise. Being
a wee bit familiar with the city, we
ventured up the main shopping street,
indulging in more iced coffee, before
returning to the Marco Polo using the
coastal path. The ‘coffee experience’ was
lovely. We were actually in a bookshop
where the only seating was at a large,
wooden table with, perhaps, four or five
stools on each side, looking out over the
main street and surrounded by books and
other related paraphernalia. Having
ordered our drinks we were told we could
have endless refills – but of black coffee!
A nice offer but we didn’t need more
caffeine.

From Reykjavik to Tilbury took 3 days, all
at sea, with no port stops to break the
routine. We attended interesting lectures,
booked into a Bridge tour, ate, drank and

‘made merry’ and, of course, listened to
some wonderful music – and here is the
final parallel to an RNR rally!

Being a smallish cruise ship, some of the
entertainment was in-house or even
passenger-led. We had advertised an
interest in meeting fellow card players
and mahjong players. Other interests
included a request for ukulele players to
meet up. On the final night on board, the
newly formed ukulele group, none of
whom knew each other before the cruise,
were invited to entertain the guests in
Scott’s Bar. Obviously we had to go and
listen and it proved to be a fitting end to a
truly memorable trip. Missing the end of
the Stratford rally was the teeniest bit
disappointing but there were many
incidences in the those three weeks to
bring all our wonderful RNR friends to
mind.

All photos by the author




